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1. Issues: 
 

For the last decades, various processes of regional integration involving countries with different levels 
of development have been undertaken and have thus contributed to the redefinition of international 
relations notably North-South relations in the Americas as well as in Europe and in Asia. These 
developments however should not be equated with the emergence of a new international order. Indeed, 
each one of these processes of North-South Regional Integration (NSRI) is unique in the sense that it 
is deeply linked to the history of the region concerned and to its ability to participate in world trade on 
the basis of an enhanced competitiveness of member countries resulting essentially from a redefinition 
of trade relations. It does not follow therefrom that greater coherence at the global level is thus 
achieved or that processes at work are similar. Instead, what stands out most is the diverseness of the 
processes at work in NSRI. 

In Europe, the process of regional economic integration between countries with similar economic and 
social structures started shortly after WWII. Successive enlargements have introduced a certain 
measure of heterogeneity in the EEC given the low level of development of some of the new members 
(Ireland, Greece, Spain and Portugal) as compared to the Community’s average. However, 
mechanisms were created to enhance convergence and bring these less-developed economies to EEC 
level. The recent enlargement to the CEECs lies within this logic even if the time-span for attaining 
convergence will likely be longer in this case. 

Beginning in the 60’s the construction of Europe’s North-South relations as institutionalized in NSRI 
agreements follows a very different logic. Resting upon principles of cooperation, these relations are 
best exemplified, on the one hand, by the Yaoundé Convention and later by the Lomé Convention with 
the ACP countries (Africa, Caribbean, Pacific) and, on the other hand, by the Global Mediterranean 
Policy. It was only in 1995 with the signing of various treaties with its Southern and Eastern 
Mediterranean partners that Europe became truly engaged in North-South regional integration, a 
process essentially based on trade. 

In the Americas, three processes must be distinguished. The first one concerns North America 
(NAFTA, ALENA, TCLAN). It institutionalized the economic integration of the United States, 
Canada and Mexico. The second process involves many more countries and features, as an important 
characteristics, the combination of bilateral and multilateral agreements of various scope. Two broad 
categories of agreements can be identified. On the one hand, subregional agreements between 
neighbouring countries (Andean Community, MERCOSUR, Caricom, MCCA) and, on the other hand, 
bilateral agreements between the United States, Canada, Mexico or Chile and various Caribbean, 
South and Central American countries. The third process involves 34 countries. It aims at the creation, 
at the latest in 2006, of the well-known Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA, ZLEA, ALCA). This 
latter project, not yet fully institutionalized, is facing strong opposition from some countries, 
particularly MERCOSUR countries. The FTAA is perceived as an attempt by the USA to impose their 
hegemony on the continent, to reinstate the Monroe Doctrine. The sheer weight of the United States in 
this process of regional integration prompts their partners’ efforts to establish simultaneously 
economic, cultural or political relations with Europe and Asia as attested by the number of agreements 
signed or still under negotiation (Mexico-EU; Chile-EU; Chile-Korea; MERCOSUR-EU). 

In Asia, up until now, integration has developed without being really institutionalized. For a long 
time, the ASEAN, for example, remained essentially a political institution. As for the APEC, even if 
its goal is to set up a free trade area, its structures are too soft and its members’ interests too divergent 
for it to be used as a framework to promote genuine regional integration. In fact, it is Japanese firms’ 
FDI, Chinese diasporas’ networks and American firms’ strategies that have played and are still playing 
a key role in East Asian countries de facto integration. Trade successes of many countries from that 
region have pointed out the interest for an economic development strategy partly based on export 
capacity actively promoted by a wise investment policy and progressive trade openness. The pursuit of 
this development strategy has become problematic for two reasons. First, international agreements, 
particularly those reached within the WTO, limit the possibility for a member country to control the 
conditions of its insertion into the global economy, particularly when it comes to intellectual property 
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rights and foreign investment. Secondly, because of the impact on world trade of a booming Chinese 
economy that still enjoys a cheap and relatively skilled labour force. Will these developments 
convince Asian countries to reinforce their integration? It may be that lessons learned from the 97-98 
Asian financial crisis may well accelerate this process by drawing attention on the limits of the 
previous development model and on the necessity to create efficient regulatory mechanisms. Rapid 
growth in regional trade as well as consequent sub-regional specialisations and reorganisation of 
production networks are likely to push towards greater formalisation of economic relations at the 
regional level, or to foster greater interest in bilateral or multilateral agreements. 

The above presentation reveals the internal difficulties, for each one of the three processes to 
coordinate the development strategies of the countries involved. It also shows the difficulties and 
contradictions of these NSRI agreements when it comes to the regulation of international relations, 
given the central role in international affairs of the main international organizations created after 
WWII. Paradoxically the role of the latter may even have expanded as a consequence of these regional 
groupings. 

These difficulties are not the only factors that may shape a possible future world order which may 
emerge from these North South integration processes. One also has to take into account the case of 
countries external to the integration processes discussed above. This is the case for India and Russia: 
countries with a strong influence on the world economy as well as on the regional integration 
processes. As for Sub-Saharan Africa, it is for the time being excluded from these global processes of 
NSRI while suffering from the perverse effects of a globalization process that increases its 
dependence. 

The colloquium aims at clarifying the impact of the North-South regional integration processes on the 
development strategies of the Southern countries given the crucial importance of such complex 
questions in the present international context. In order to better understand that question it has been 
decided to concentrate on a limited range of issues like trading of agricultural products, migration and 
investment flows, notably because of the insights they may provide on such questions as the 
articulation of the levels of regulation and the internal and external contradictions of the integration 
processes concerned. The discussions will be organized around the following themes: 
 

2. Our fields of interest 
  

1. Agriculture and food-processing: 

Strategies for agricultural development: between self-sufficiency and specialization; international 
trade and agricultural multifunctionality; Northern countries’ protectionism and the developing 
countries; environmental preoccupations; water sharing and its stakes... 

 2. Energy resources and mining: 

Mutations of the international regime; development strategies based on energy resources; constraints 
facing developing countries deprived of energy resources; long-term perspectives, deadlines for 
sustainable development... 

 3, Manufactured goods and services flows: 

Technology, price competitiveness and non price competitiveness, innovation rent vs. low salary 
costs; intellectual property... 

 4. Capital flows and direct investments: 

Impact of the liberalisation of capital movements; inequalities in attractiveness for FDI; investment 
agreements and autonomy of development strategies; conditions for technologies production and 
cultural exchanges... 

 5. International migration flows and investments in human capital: 
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New migration trends; migratory policies; the role of personal contacts: role of overseas elites; 
workers’ remittances; North-South scientific research cooperation and privatisation of research results; 
human rights and security... 

 6. Public services openness and new governance: 

Public services internationalisation due to liberalisation movements; emergence of a global market in 
the field of education-formation; the dilemmas of developing countries... 
 

3. On approaches and the meaning of the theme of the colloquium 
 

The mutations of the global economy, which we are trying to grasp from the current situation of 
developing countries constitute a rich field of research since they question our paradigms and call for 
theoretical and practical reconsiderations about North South relations. 

Beside raising questions traditionally of interest for the field of International Economy (what are 
today’s determinants in North-South trade and in international investment, which exchange rate 
system should be adopted within newly created trading zones?), this new development in international 
economic relations suggests a profound renewal of Development Economy (can NSRI accelerate the 
development of developing countries, or will it only accentuate the dependence of Southern countries 
towards Northern countries? can NSRI stimulate the development of Southern countries while 
exacerbating the dichotomy between North-South capital mobility and South-North unskilled labour 
immobility; is NSRI complementary or antagonistic to South-South integration?). This new trend 
warrants the use of an International political Economy perspective to interpret the genesis and the 
effects of these new international agreements (which socioeconomic groups encourage the signing of 
these agreements or, oppositely, which socioeconomic groups see their interests threatened? is NSRI 
giving a boost to Southern economies by eroding economic rent or does it contribute to create new 
rents?). Finally, one has to question himself on the signification of NSRI in terms of Sustainable 
Development Economy: by allowing and securising the new developments on international 
investment NSRI encourages a deepening of the international division of labour by multiplying flows 
of transportation and increasing related pollution in the South, in a “paradises of pollution” logic, 
instead of encouraging a reconsideration of the most polluting production processes. 

 

4. RINOS Network 
 

The Réseau Intégration NOrd Sud (North South Integration Network – Red Integracion NOrte Sur) 
is (still) an informal network created at the initiative of Groupement de Recherche International of the 
CNRS EMMA (Économie Méditerranée Monde Arabe) (GDR n°1964). This latter group comprises 
teams of various countries around the Mediterranean area as well as North and South American teams 
interested in the same subject (Canada, Mexico, Argentina, Chile, Brazil,...). A book has been 
published and several workshops on the comparison of NSRI have been organized. An international 
seminar held in Paris (May 26-27 2003) officially launched the network (for the programme and the 
papers, visit the website at www.emmarinos.net).  

RINOS intends to spread scientific information and contributions (through emails, interconnection of 
websites, or systematic information on its members’ websites), to stimulate debates through the 
organization of conferences, seminars and colloquiums, and to publish the results of its research. 
Beside general colloquiums held every two years (the first one will be in Montreal in June 2005), 
RINOS also oversees research programmes, the first one to be conducted will tackle agricultural and 
food-processing issues (ACRALENOS, Analyse comparée des relations agricoles et agroalimentaires 
en libre-échange Nord-Sud – Comparative analysis of agricultural and food-processing relations in a 
context of North-South free-trade). 

http://www.emmarinos.net/

